A common 844INS68 insertion variant in the cystathionine beta-synthase gene.
Mildly elevated plasma homocysteine has been shown to be associated with an elevated risk for cardiovascular disease. In this study, we analyzed the frequency of a common 844ins68 insertion variant in the cystathionine beta-synthase gene (CBS) in patients with arterial occlusive disease and in controls and assessed the association between the insertion variant and plasma homocysteine concentrations. The insertion variant was equally distributed between both study groups. Furthermore, the presence of this insertion variant, either in the heterozygous or the homozygous state, is not associated with hyperhomocysteinemia. We therefore conclude that this common 844ins68 variant is a neutral insertion variant.